Coni't- Wait Tl Summer! 


Ministry of 
Natural Environmental 
# Resources 
Ontario Brigade des jeunes 


environnementalistes 


Be an Ontario Rang 
The Natural Choice 


Do you love the outdoors? 


Would you like to be part of Ontario’s lead 
conservation agency? 


lf you would, and you're the right age, you’re invited 
to apply to the Ontario Ranger program. More than 
50,000 students have already been Ontario Rangers. 


You'll have eight weeks of outdoor work, outdoor 
learning and outdoor recreation. And you'll meet new 
friends from across the province. 


You'll learn new skills and get to know about the 
environment. If you like the work, you'll be eligible for 
future Summer jobs with the ministry. You might even 
decide to make a career of resource management. 


This isn’t a cushy summer camp. The work is hard. 
So are the conditions, sometimes. But you'll be 
spending eight weeks outdoors with a bunch of 
people your own age. You'll have evenings and time 
on the weekends to relax and enjoy yourself. 


Work in the Great 
Outdoors 


As an Ontario Ranger, you share in the work of the 
Ministry of Natural Resources. Our aim is to ensure 
that natural ecosystems remain healthy, and to 
manage them for the benefit of all Ontarians. 


As an Ontario Ranger, you'll probably do jobs 
like these: 


Thinning and pruning young stands of trees 
Collecting cones for seed extraction 

Planting tree seedlings 

Cutting, splitting and piling firewood 
Developing and improving campsites 
Clearing and developing water access points 
Cutting out portages 


Clearing nature and snowmobile trails 


Blazing township survey lines 
Maintaining roads 


Constructing and maintaining buildings, small 
bridges and boat ramps 


Maintaining and beautifying parks 
Maintaining camp facilities and assisting the cook. 


Assist in fish and wildlife projects 


Pay and Allowances 


You receive a daily wage based on the Ontario 
minimum wage minus a reasonable board and room 
rate. (See insert for this season’s rates.) Where 
applicable, you may also receive a subsidy for one 
return trip (based on the cheapest mode of travel) 
between your residence and the camp. The value of 
the board and lodging !s taxable and subject to 
deductions for unemployment insurance. Vacation 
pay is included in the daily wage. 


Pay cheques are delivered every two weeks. You'll 
receive your first pay cheque from three to four 
weeks after the beginning of camp. Your final pay 
cheques will be mailed to your home. 


Learn While You Earn 


The goal of the Ontario Ranger program is to 
provide participants with working experience and 
educational instruction to help them understand and 
appreciate integrated resource management and 
their natural environment. It will allow them to assist 
in ministry work projects and have opportunities to 
develop a career with the Ministry of Natural 
Resources. 


As an Ontario Ranger, you learn as well as earn. 
You receive lectures and demonstrations given by 
professional and technical staff. You go on field trips 
to local woods operations and other points of interest. 
The following are the areas you'll likely learn about: 


The Ministry of Natural Resources — how it 
works and what it does 


Forest fires — how to prevent, detect and 
suppress them 


Control of forest pests and tree diseases 
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Forest management — company operations, 
management units, silvicultural treatments, scaling, 
timber cruising, nursery operations and tree 
identification 


Geology and mining — mineral identification, 
value of mining industry and historical geology 


Fish and wildlife — identification of species, 
management of species and habitats, management 
areas, traplines, fish hatchery operations and law 
enforcement 


Parks and recreation — planning, management 
and provincial park organization. 


If forest fire emergencies arise, training sessions 
may be cancelled. 


Safety First 


As an Ontario Ranger, you must observe strict 
safety precautions during all work and recreational 
activities. The ministry’s safety officers supervise 
safety training and safety inspections across the 
province. They concentrate on Ontario Rangers, 
especially during the first week of camp. 


You'll take part in lectures and demonstrations on 
safe working conditions, safe working habits and safe 
use of tools and equipment. These are followed 
throughout the summer by on-the-spot lessons given 
by camp staff. 


You must wear a hard hat, safety goggles and 
safety boots when required for the job. Hats and 
goggles are supplied; you supply your own boots. 


Strict rules govern swimming and the use of 
watercraft. You may not operate a powerboat or any 
other boat or canoe unless adequately instructed in 
its use, and in the company of an experienced person 
who is in charge of the craft. 


Time Out... 


Evenings and weekends are time for recreation and 
relaxation. How you spend your time varies from 
camp to camp according to where you are and what 
you want to do. 


Some camps provide baseball, football and 
volleyball facilities. Inter-camp competitions are 
arranged when convenient. 


lf you’re on a lake, you may fish and boat, with 
supervision. 


_ If your camp is away from water, you may be able to 
travel to a lake or stream. 


You'll be out in the wild, so be aware that 
mosquitoes and blackflies can be fierce. But if 
you’re a photographer, or a naturalist, this will be the 
perfect time to see nature up close. 


The Camps 


Camps include from 24 to 36 Ontario Rangers, and 
are either all-male or all-female. 


Normally you live close to your work site. 
Occasionally, portable camps are used when work 
assignments require you to move from one area to 
another. 


You stay either in cabins or mobile trailers. Propane 
lighting is used where there is no electricity and 
earth-pit toilets where there is no water system. Most 
camps are equipped with heating units. 


Good and plentiful food is prepared for you. Water 

is tested for purity. Bedding is provided and washed 

r you. Washing machines and soap are provided 
Our personal laundry. 


Every camp has at least one staff memb 
at all times. However, transportation to places 
worship cannot be promised because of the isol 
location of many camps. 


Bilingual Camps 


Male and female bilingual camps for a limited 
number of students will be available for the coming 
summer depending on interest. If you’re interested, 
please say so on your application form. 


Rules and Regulations 


1. The camp supervisor is in charge of and 
responsible for the camp and all activities. Failure to 
obey his or her instructions may mean immediate 
dismissal. 


2. All accidents, regardless of severity or 
significance, must be reported immediately to the 
camp supervisor. He or she will take the necessary 
action, whether it’s application of first aid, arranging 
for a doctor’s services, or completion of a report for 
workers’ compensation. 


3. Sleeping quarters must be cleaned and tidied and 
beds made each morning. 


4. You may only leave camp with the camp 
supervisor’s permission. 


5. You may swim only in designated areas, in groups 
of not less than four, at least two of whom must be 
competent swimmers. 


6. Personal flotation devices must be worn in all 
watercraft by all occupants at all times. 


7. You may not operate ministry vehicles. 


8. Firearms and other weapons are not allowed in 
camp. 


9. The use of alcoholic beverages and non-medical 
drugs will not be tolerated. 


10. Smoking is not permitted in Ontario Ranger 
Buildings or vehicles. 


Visitors are only allowed at the discretion of the 
District Manager as they may disrupt camp routine. 


If you violate camp rules you may be sent home. 


The Basics 


You must equip yourself with suitable work gloves 
with leather or leather strip palms (two pairs 
recommended) and CSA-approved high-top (8 to 10 
inches) work boots with steel-cap toes. If you arrive 
in camp without this equipment, you will be required 
to leave the program. 


Other safety equipment is supplied on the job. 


Should you be accepted into the program, an 
information sheet listing clothing and other items you 
will require will be sent to you in early spring. 


Apply Today 


You may apply to be an Ontario Ranger if you can 
answer “Yes” to the following questions. 


* Are you attending secondary school? 


¢ Will you be 17 years of age by December 31 but 
- not 18 by July 31 of the year you want to join? (In 
other words, you can be 16 during the summer you 
are an Ontario Ranger as long as you will turn 17 by 
the end of the year.) 


¢ Are you in good physical condition? (A complete: 
certificate of health must be received by the Ministry 
of Natural Resources’ Youth Programs Office prior to 
your arrival at a camp.) 


* Do you reside in Ontario? 
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¢ You may apply between November 1 and January 
30 for the following summer. Mail your application to 
the following address: 


Youth Programs Office 
Human Resources Branch 
Ministry of Natural Resources 
PO. Box 7000 

Peterborough, Ontario 

K9J 8M5 


Ontario Rangers are selected at random from all 
completed applications received by the Youth 
Programs Office. There is some allowance for 
regional representation. Letters of application and 
applications on forms other than the Ontario Ranger 
application are not considered. 


Notices are mailed to successful applicants by 
Easter week to tell them which camp they have been 
assigned to, and to explain when and where they 
should report for duty. The notice includes a health 
certificate which must be completed by the 
applicant’s physician. 


All unsuccessful applicants will be notified at the 
same time and their names will be placed on a 
waiting list to fill any vacancies that may occur. 


Ontario Rangers are met at bus and railway depots 
at a prearranged time by MNR representatives who 
will provide transportation from the depot to the 

campsite. 


What About Next Year or 
the Year After? 


Working as an Ontario Ranger does not guarantee 
you a Summer job in the years that follow. However, 
a report on your ability and work performance is 
written and kept on file for up to two years by the 
district office. This report is consulted if you apply for 
employment again or if you request references for 
outside agencies or business firms. 


Approximately one of every 15 Ontario Rangers is 
hired back as a Sub-Supervisor based on 
performance and supervisory ability. In addition, one 
in three may be hired back as a Ranger II in the 
second level of the Ontario Ranger Program. 


Ranger I 


As a Ranger II, you will be assigned to one MNR 
service and work with that service throughout the 
summer. The following are examples of jobs that 
Ranger II’s have been involved with: 


* assisting conservation officers 

¢ assisting in fish and wildlife projects 

¢ fish hatchery work 

* nursery duties 

¢ naturalist assistants 

¢ cleaning and clearing canoe portages 
¢ tree planting 

¢ fire control work 

¢ skill-related office duties. 


Ranger II’s are not supervised after work hours. 
They are paid the Ontario minimum wage for youth, 
18 years or older (See. Insert). Where possible, 
accommodation may be provided free or at a 
reasonable rate. In some cases you may be 
responsible for your own accommodation. 


Who is Eligible? 


All former Ontario Rangers between the ages of 17 
and 24. 


Applications for Ranger II will be made available to 
successful Ontario Rangers at their camps, or can be 
obtained by contacting the Youth Program Office at 
MNR, Peterborough, Ontario. 


A Career With MNR 


Keep in mind that a limited number of positions 
within MNR are open to graduates of related 
academic courses. These include resource 
technician, forester, biologist and geographer. 


Note to Remember 


A health certificate, which is to be completed by 
your physician, must be based on a recent and 
thorough medical examination and must reveal any 
serious debility. 


In previous years, Ontario Rangers 
become ill have usually been found to have p 
physical problems not reported on their health 
certificates. 


The Ministry of Natural Resources cannot verify all 
health certificates. Applications are screened by 
physicians with the Employee Health Service, 
Ministry of Government Services, when the certificate 
suggests the applicant’s health has not received 
adequate consideration. When there is a difference 
of medical opinion, the ruling of the Ministry of 
Government Services will be considered final. 


The examining physician should be aware that 
Ontario Rangers must be in good physical condition 
because their work requires physical exertion, and 
because they are often located in an isolated camp 
remote from hospital facilities. 


Persons who are in delicate health or are troubled 
with allergies should not be recommended for the 
Ontario Ranger program, as they may be exposed 
occasionally to adverse weather and may sometimes 
be in contact with pollens, sensitizing plants and 
other substances, as well as bees and other stinging 
insects. — 


Ontario Rangers who need medical attention (in the 
opinion of the camp supervisor) but refuse to see a 
physician will be sent home following consultation 
with the Youth Programs office and where applicable, 
notification to parents or guardians. 


For More Information.... 


Contact your local MNR District Office or the Youth 
Programs Office at (705) 740-1208. 
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